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WB: beſe ies kave been of ſome 1 in 
private hands, and this hath given them. an 
ambition of appearing before the public. They 

Natter themſelves that there is a chance at leaſt 
| of doing ſome farther ſervice, where, conſcious 

e their good intention, they can apprehend none ' - 

of doing burt. This ambition ſeems to have 

nothing illaudable in it: let it * be in- 
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|  Athanaſian Creed. 
| of « free enquiry, and the manner of condu: | 
; it. 
were. HE SE. uid Tiaolben are the 
3 days I have long wiſhed to ſee 
cb days of liberty, when every ci- 


tizen may freely ſpeak his mind 
15 againſt every one with impunity.“ Such was 
the return made to inſult by this true Patriot. 
The time ſeems to be come when Chriſtianity 
may juſtly deliver herſelf in the language of 
Timolcon, No republican principles ever in- 


28555 a wiſh for freedoms beyond thoſe with 
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hich he is at preſent treated. May w 
Have cauſe to draw an happy omen from it 1 
For the fake of Truth, may even the adverſa- 
ries of Chriſtianity long enjoy aRight to that full 
latitude of thought and language which the 
Plebeian of Sracuſe practiſed; but for the 
fake of themſelves as well as of Truth, may 
they, no leſs than her genuine ſons, ever pre- 
ſerve the temper and dignity of Timoleon! { - 
A general freedom of enquiry thus regu- 
lated would have the, happieſt effects both for 
the diſcovery and the propagation of Trath. - 
But an enquiry under the management of the 
paſſions can no more be called free, than 
where it is conſtrained to wear the fettes . - 
authority. We have at length ſeen thoſe who 
affect moſt the diſtinction of thinking freely, 
indulge an equal freedom of expreſſion. 
It may however with juſtice be remark- 
ed that their cauſe has been ſtrengthened 
by no new powers, except thoſe of abuſe, 
beyond what their predeceſſors exerted, whilſt - 
they complained the moſt loudly of lying un- 
der hard reſtraints, As they lay afide their 
1 | reſerve, they only convince us more than ever 
þ that their paſſions engage them, at leaſt as 
much. as their, reaſon, in the Ne they 
make to Chriſtianity. 3 
_ Liberty is indeed a bleſſing ; yet hel 


they are wrong who chink a toleration of 
_ abuſe 


a abuſe one of the beſt vifes l. beſtows, or a 


confinement to the laws of humanity any 


abridgement of it. All parties ought to re- 
member that an unreſtrained licence of 


ſpeech is no otherwiſe a proof or a privilege 
of civil liberty, than vice is of moral. Li- 
berty can never appear to advantage in à bar- 
barous dreſs. Nothing gives her ſo unpleaſing 
an air as rudeneſs of manners; ſhe-is never ſo 
engaging as when ſhe wears the ann . "Ws 
dour and benevolence. - c 2 
No one can be at a loſs art an ace bn 
of theſe general reflections. Inſtances to juſ- 
tify their propriety are too numerous, and too 
well known, to ſtand-in need of being parti- 
cularly pointed out. It is ſufficient to our 
purpoſe to obſerve, that amongſt all the fields 
of religious controverſy, we meet no where with 
ſo much acrimony and undue warmth of tem- 
per, as when the ſubject of our preſent enqui- 
ry is concerned. On the bare mention of the 
Athanaſian Creed, an enemy of our eſtabliſh- 
ment ſeems to loſe all patience, and to be 
no longer maſter of himſelf. I wiſh: indeed 
the friends of our conſtitution did not, by 
their on behaviour in this point, too much 
countenance that of their adverſaries. It is 
in vain to plead the importance of the ſubject 
in defence of this conduct: as if we were at 
n to ſhew our weakneſs moſt in — 
B 2 0 
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of the higheſt concern. On the contrary, if 
there i is a time when it becomes us to main- 
tain à character of ſuperiour dignity, it is 

hen ſubjects. of the higheſt nature demand 
our deepeſt and moſt awful attention. Whe- 
ther that becoming dignity: is bettet ſupported 
by abandoning ourſelves to the impulſe of a 
vild and extravagant phrehzy of Soul, or by 
obeying the influence of reaſon and huma- | 
nity; is a queſtion that will neyer bring ſuſt 
; pas to the cool and diſpaſſionate,- ;. - 
With this precaution, we may lay it down 
* a principle very favourable to the eſtabliſh- 
ment of Truth, · that there is a neceſſity for 
a competent and fret examination into the 
truth of any dubitable doctrines, in order 
e to our on information, before we either | 
venture to give our on ſolemn aſſent to 
thoſe doctrines, or preſume to undertake 
e the vindication and defence of them to 
others.“ Our aſſent aught. undoubtedly to 


bela rational and not a blind aſſent. And Fe] 


ſince we cannot know what our on rational 
opinion of any doctrite may be before we 
hayes conſidered it, it muſt be concluded 
equally raſh and abſurd to engage for our 
-own aſſent without conſideration, as to engage 
for the aſſent of any other petſon with whoſe 
ſentiments we are utterly unacquainted. But 
** oughtto eſtabliſ it as another 1 
ü 3 | cip 0 
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ciple inſeparable from the former, <* that no 
«+ examination can be free till the biaſs of the 
“ paſſions is taken off, as well as the terror 
+ of the civil power.” _ 

The natural hel ps to be e in examin- 
ing the truth of opinions propoſed to our be- 
lief, are Reading and Reflection. But ſo un- 
fortunate are ſome in the uſe of theſe, that 
they become the means of perplexity inſtead 
of information, and ſerve only to multiply 
their doubts, inſtead of removing them. 
Their reading is indeed copious, but without 
regularity or choice. They amaſs, without 
order or deſign, abundant materials for deci- 
ding the controverſy: and after purſuing it 
through, all the various repreſentations which 
numberleſs authors give of it, inſtead of ob- 
taining at laſt a full and ftrong light which 
might give them a clear and regular idea of 
their ſubject, it lies before them in a thou- 
ſand broken and imperfect views, and they 
find it obſcured, rather than illuminated, by 
a thouſand falſe and glimmering lights. 
A promiſcuous and too general reading is 
not more hurtful to theſe, than an ill- directed 
choice is to others. ＋ hey purſue one beaten 
track, and will not bear in their ſight an au- 
thor who would lead them ever ſo little aſide 
from it. They have their own favourite opi- 
a which, however narrow, confined and 
| troubleſome | 


E 


| wroubleſome they may appear | to ſome, they ? 


have by long familiarity made eaſy to them- 
ſelves. They converſe with no writers, but 


ſuch as give their own peculiar turn to the 


—-— 


ſubject. They avoid all others as men of ve- 


; ry dangerous opinions, who would unſettle 


and diſturb their minds. Their only end en 
reading is to fortify themſelves in that caſe 


- which they find from a long habit of thinking 


in the ſame way; they take a pleaſure there- 
fore in nothing but what may help to flatter 
their prejudices, and to lull them the trore 
profoundly in that ſtagnation, which EP 


miſtake for a repoſe, of mind. 


There is ſtill another claſs of lat who 
with all that induſtry, impartiality and open- 
neſs of mind which deſerve to be rewarded by 


the diſcovery of truth, are yet deprived of 
that happineſs, by the miſtaken courſe of ſtu- 


dy they have been taught to purſue. "Inſtead 


of entering with a proper ſpirit into the me- 


rits of a queſtion, and endeavouring to dif- 


cover where the chief ſtrength of their ſub- 
ject lies, they are ever ſollicitous about ſome 


; fingle circumſtance. They conceive the great 


art of defence to lie in preparing anſwers to 
every difficulty that can be ſtarred. 'They are 


. indefatigable in collecting together objections, 


and confronting them with as many diſtinct 
ſolutions. "OF this means — have a fine ap- 
ä | pearance 
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pearance of arguments, every one like ſingle 
combatants compleatly armed, and capable 
of making a reſolute defence; but then they 
are wholly untaught to move in a body, and * 
to form one impenetrable phalanx. _ 

It is not eaſy to conceive how great an hin- 
drance this method of proceeding muſt be to 
our advancement, in knowledge, and to our 
obtaining that full ſatisfaction with regard to 
the truth of opinions that we are in ſearch of. 
We. put it in the power of every cavil to 
diſturb us. Our labour mult be renewed 'til 
all imaginable difficulties are exhauſted, whilſt 
there is ſcarce a controverſy in which they may 
not be almoſt endleſly multiplied. Nay even 
after we have toiled through them all, it is 
very poſſible that we may be as far from a 
right underſtanding of the queſtion as we 
were at firſt, A ſet of looſe difficulties may 
be maſtered without giving us any deep in- 
fight into it, On the contrary, it ſhould be 
our firſt and greateſt care to obtain a clear 
and comprehenlive view of the ſubject, its 
nature and deſign. This will lead us directly 
to the ſource of knowledge, and enable us to 
penetrate at one glance-through many obſcu- 
rities, to detect the weakneſs of objections, or 
to ſhew that the principal part of our enquiry 
is not much concerned in them. | | 

; gh wy muſt 
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= moſt 6 own indeed that I am nb great friend 
to voluminous reading, nor do I think it al- 
ways the beſt way to help us to juſt and clear 
opinions. Concluſions which we arrive at- by 
the force [of our own tefſection, generally fic 
the eaſieſt upon the mind and laſt the longeſt : 
like plants ſpringing up in their native - foil, 
they flouriſh the beſt, and take the eve 
root, I am therefore for having all our 
doubts about momentous matters ſettled, as 
far as may be, between the Scriptures and our 
own breaſts. 

Reflection indeed may by a wrong applica- 
tion betray us into the ſame miſtakes as read- 
ing. It may be too looſe, or too confined. 

It may play round the ſurface of things, with- - 
out coming near the ſubject; or dwell too 
much on ſmall detached parts. It may, ftill 
further, adhere with a blind attachment to 
the direction of others; or with a confidence 
in its own powers, no leſs blind, raſhly devi- 
ate into ways of its own making. If, we 
would enjoy the Full benefits of reflection, 
whilſt we maintain the free exerciſe of our 
own reaſon, we muſt at the ſame time give 4 
Juſt weight, and no more than a juſt weight, 
to the judgment of others. Should we reſign 
ourſelves wholly to the conduct of certain lead- 
ers, who aſſume to themſelves the merit of be- 


ing * in the right, we ſhould entirely 
loſe. 


1 
joſe the uſe of our reaſon; and revelation, 


which we receive implicitly as they have mo- 


delled it, would to us ſpeak a human, rather 
than a divine language. On the contrary, if 


we throw off all regard for the opinions of 
others, and rely too far on the ſufficiency of 
our own reaſon, revelation muſt then be 
made to ſpeak not only a human language, 


but a language peculiar to ourſelves, and in- 


telligible perhaps to none beſides.” 


It is certainly indulging this vanity in the 

ſtrength of our own reaſon too far, when we 
enter upon the. ſtudy of the Chriſtian Faith 

vrith prepoſſeſſed notions of what it is fit, and 


only fit, that revelation ſhould teach us, or 


require from us. It is moſt reaſonable to ex- 


pect that the caſe ſhould be the ſame in the 


religious Syſtem, as it is in the natural. In 


this there are many things whoſe fitneſs. we 


could never previouſly have diſcovered, many 


whoſe propriety we cannot ſtill fully explain. 


What wonder indeed that in a plan, whoſe 
bounds extend far beyond our horizon; we 


ſhould be unable to account for the origin, and 


to aſſign the end, of every part; to ſhew its 
relation to the whole, and how wiſely it is a- 
dapted to the place it poſſeſſes? And ſince 


our view is perhaps more limited and imper- 


fect in the religious ſyſtem than in the other, 
| we 
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. 
| weſhould be prepared to find in it more mat - 


ter which exceeds our comprehenſion, .. 
parts whoſe deſign runs, out beyond the nar- 
row ſpace which. lies open to * en 
of our preſent powers. 

Wie need but ſtep a century ee to 
ſee what confufion ſubſiſted in the ſtudy of na- 
tural knowledge, whilſt reaſon aſſumed the 
ſame privilege ovetznature, that ſome would 
now aſſign her over religion; whilſt it was 
conſidered as the nobleſt work of a philoſo- | 
pher to produce a ſyſtem from the reſources - 
of his own imagination, by conſidering how 
things might be, rather than how they were 
framed. How different was the conduct of 
our on great Leader in natural knowledge, 
who hath taught us, that the true way to fei- 
ence is cloſely to mark the footſteps of nature 
herſelf; not to invent laws for her, but to 
learn them from her. Reaſon muſt ſubmit to 
the ſame diſcipline in religious ſcience. If ſhe 
would be a faithful guide, ſhe muſt not go 
before the light, but follow it: ſhe muſt not 
preſume to dictate, nor ſay what ought to 
have been revealed. Her proper buſineſs ie 
rather to aſſiſt us in e _ has been 
revealed. 


z 
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Hence ariſe ſuch cautions as may be of Kr 


vice in preparing us for a ſucteſsful enquiry 
after Truth. That we ſhould ever preſerve a 


temper and compoſure of mind becoming the 
dignity of this noble employment, unawed by 


authority from without, and unbiaſſed by —_— 


paſſions from within : that we ſhould give a 
free and full ſcope to our enquiries, aiming in 


the firſt place to gain a clear and comprehenfive 


view of the ſubject, diveſted of all narrow prin- 


ciples that prejudice or party may attempt to 
fix upon us, and open to the light that may 


ariſe on every ſide: that we ſhould beware of 
endeavouring to regulate Faith by any precon- 
ceived hypotheſis, how ipeciouſly ſoever fra- 
med]; ſince our ſyſtem of Faith is to be raiſed 


from points of actual revelation, and not reve- 

lation to be moulded by any fancied Ry of 

ours. 

But es 0 our butt aces, and the ful- 
leſt exertion of our own, powers, it muſt be 
added, that in all enquiries after Truth, par- 
ticularly after religious Truth, we ſhould not 
rely on the ſtrength of our own minds alone, 
but carefully and humbly ſupplicate the divine 
aſſiſtance. All labour of our own without the 
divine blefling, inſtead of leading us into light, 


will but plunge us the more deeply in error. 
C 2 The 
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The divine Grace is 18 no leſs neceflary. 

to a right and ſalutary underſtanding of reve- 

lation, than.it was at firſt to the inſpiration of 

it. And therefore we muſt never fail to peti- 

tion for this neceſſary aſſiſtance before we fit 

down to ſtudy the ſcriptures; moſt fervently 

to petition for it, when any clouds ſeem to be | 
gathering over our urs and ** any 
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© thoſe who are diſſatisfied with the 


uſe of the Atbanaſian Creed, we find 


men of different principles. There are ſome 
who are ſtrenuous for the total excluſion of it, 
and the opinions it maintains. With ſuch 


there muſt be a previous queſtion debated,  * 


before we come to the ſubje& of our preſent 
enquiry. For unleſs we can firſt bring them 
to embrace the doctrine of a Trinity, it would 


be a vain attempt to endeavour to reconcile 


them to the Athanafian Creed. Since there- 
fore our preſent enquiry does not go back to 
the Origin of their doubts, we are no farther 
concerned with them than to recommend them 
to.thoſe abler writers who have fully diſcuſſed, 

and well ſupported, the great article which 
they oppoſe. : 

There are others whoſe objections lie not 
ſo much againſt the doctrines delivered in the 
Creed, as againſt the manner in which they 
are explained and enforced. They would rea- 
dily aſſent in * terms to the doctrine of 

the 
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i the Trinity, as revealed in the Scriptures * 


but can by no means bring themſelves to join 


in all thoſe ſubtleties and endleſs diſtinctions 


into which it is here drawn out, and all thoſe | 
hard conditions with which it is bound upon 
their minds. As far as I have been able to 
collect from my own obſervation and expe- 
rience, which are, it mult be confeſſed, of a 
narrow compaſs, there are many amongſt us 
- of this way of thinking, many of unqueſ- 
' tionable fincerity and true concern for the in- 
tereſts of our Church. To ſuch is this Apo- 
logy for the Athanaſian Creed more 'particu- 
larly addreſſed. And I ſhall think myſelf 
extremely happy if any thing it contains 
mall contribute to remove one ſcruple, or 
bring relief to one honeſt mind under that 
diſtreſs which attends a. ſtate of ſuſpenſe in 
matters of great importance, and which the 
worthieſt always feel the moſt ſenſibly. Far 
from cenſuring their doubts, I acknowledge 
that there ſeems to me to be a merit in them. 

Their oppoſition is not ſo much againſt what 
we Conceive. to be the Chriſtian Faith, as 
againſt what they conceive to be a violation of 


Chriſtian Charity. An oppoſition ariſing from 
ſo amiable a cauſe, has certainly a claim to 


896 
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1 is not therefore the intention of "theſe 
ſheets to throw. cenſure upon others, but to 
remove it from ourſelves; not to attack their 

opinions, but to vindicate our own practice. 
So that the very nature of the attempt leads 

not ſo much to any direct defence of the ge- 
neral doctrines of the Athanaſian Creed, as 
to endeavour to vindicate it from the heavy 
charge of inhumanity and a want of Chriſtian 
Charity. And it is hoped. that nothing more 
wilt be found neceſſary in order to introduce 
it to their more favourable opinion, than to 
bring them to attend to its true and genuine 
Meaning; and that a plain and equitable: 
conſtruction will be of itſelf ſuſſieient to re- 


move thoſe bad impreſſions which they have 


received of it. Indeed if they do not miſ- 
take it when they fuppoſe it to extend its 
doctrines through a labyrinth of refinements 


and intricate diſtinctions, where none but an 
underſtanding trained up in all the arts of 


ſpeculative, and abſtracted reaſoning, can 
' purſue it; and then to deal out vengeance 
to all, however mean their capacities and dull 
their apprehenſions, who will not embraee 


with implicit faith every minute article in this 


detail: if when they ſuppoſe all this, the 
Creed i is not miſunderſtood, I ſhould readily 


/ gi ve 


— 
— ne A at CI 6 er or ns 
. "y 


- T3 
give it up as incapable, nay unworthy of de- 
| fence, The truth of its doctrines might per- 
| haps ſtill be evinced to the full ſatit faction of 
ſuch as were qualified to underſtand the proof; 
but true opinions could no more ſanctify un- 
charitable ſentiments, than in the life of a 
- Philoſopher, a mathematical problem could 
juſtify an immoral action. But upon a calii 
and attentive view theſe imaginary terrors will 
diſappear, and they will find it wear a more 
benevolent aſpect. Vet ſhould theſe expecta- 
tions be too warmly conceived, I flatter my- 
ſelf that this addreſs will be received with the 
fame candour with which it is offered, and 
where the Performance fails of approvation; 4 
that the intention at leaſt will find it. 
We cannot clear the way for our nn 
more effectually, than by endeavouring to 
determine what are to be received under the 
notion of neceſſary articles. Much has been 
ſaid about neceſſary and fundamental articles 
of Faith, and perhaps a great part of the em- 
barraſſment which uſually attends the ſubject 
might have been avoided, had it been thought 
proper to ſettle with due preciſion, what ſort g 
of articles they are which —_ a * to this 
| diſtinRtion. Bo * 


In 


, 
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In the firſt place, then, when we ſpeak of 


neceſſary articles of faith, it is evident that 


the expreſſion cannot be taken in its moſt 
uſual ſenſe, as it ſtands in contradiſtinction to 


unneceſſary. Unneceſſary articles of faith 


— 


cedency. 


there cannot be: ſo that the expreſſion thus 
underſtood would be entirely uſeleſs, imply- 
ing no diſtinction; ſince every article, ac- 
cording to this een of the term, muſt 


be neceſſi fary. 


If” again we nid ſay, that by neceſſary 
articles of faith are to be underſtood thoſe of 


high and ſuperior importance, this would ſtill 


leaye the matter looſe and indeterminate. We 
ſhould ſtill be at a loſs to aſcertain the due 
degree of importance, and to adjuſt the ſtan- 
dard that ſhould mark the right to this pre- 


That we may come at length to ſomething 
deciſive and certain. We cannot err in pro- 
poſing thoſe as neceſſary articles, which ap- 

pear to be neceſſary to the very exiſtence of 
our faith : thoſe with which Chriſtianity com- 
mences, and. in which reſides the virtue of 
turning an unbeliever into a chriſtian, Where 
this power is lodged we can learn only from 
the inſtructions of our Saviour himſelf and 


the practice of his Apoſtles. For what our 
3 Saviour 


+ 
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Saviour Back preſcribed, or his Apoſtles ac- 


cepred as a qualification for converts to Chriſ- 
tianity, muſt, we are certain, be a compleat 
qualification, and therefore contains all that 
is neceſſary to give a title to the 12 2 of 
his religion. 

We can draw no example from our Sa 
viour's practice in the choice of his firſt diſ- 
ciples. There was no need of any previous 
inſtruction in their caſe, any outward expreſ- 
fon or proof of their belief. He ſaw the 
heart itſelf, and founded his choice on the 
fitneſs of their inward diſpoſition to receive 
his doctrines. Yet he doth not leave us with- = 
out full inſtructions. He tells us that (a) God 


ſent his only begotten Son into the world to the 


end that all that believe in bim ſhould not periſh, 
but ſhould have everlaſting life. His declara- 
tons to the ſame purpoſe are often repeated: 
2 ) He thet believeth on the Son hath everlaſt- 

ng life ; and be that believeth not the Son ſhall 
— ot fc life: but the wrath of God abideth on 


Bim. (c) He that heareth my word, and belie- 


£ 


veth on him that ſent me, hath everlaſting li ife, 
and ſhall not come imo condemnation, hut is paſ- 
ſed from death unto life. (d) He that believeth 


8 6a) John 11. 16. (b) Ibid. iii. 36. 
{<) Ibid. v. 24. | ( 4) Ibid, vi. 47. 


125 J 
on ne bath everlaſting life. (e) Aud ibis is the 
life eternal, that they might know thee the only 
true God, and Jelus Chriſt whom thou 

ſent. 
Wen he condeſcends himſelf to prepare, 
for the reception of his faith, the blind man 
whom he had cured, and whom the Jews had 
caſt out, nothing can be more ſimple and 
' conciſe than the whole proceeding. () Jeſus 
Heard that they had caſt him out, and when be 
had found him, be ſaid, DosT ThHOU BELIEVE 
o THE Sox oF Gop ?. He anfeonad, and ſaid, 
Who is be, Lord, that I might believe bim? 
And Feſus ſaid unto bim, theu haſt both ſeen 
him, and it is he that talketh with thee. And 
be ſaid, Lord, IBELIEVE, and be worſhipped 
bim. 
DODiur Saviour commiſſioned his diſciples to 
inſtruct the world in his lead, (g) Go ye, 
ſays he, into all the world and preach the Goſ- 
pel to every creature. He that believeth and is 
baptized ſhall be ſaved, but be that believeth not 
Hall be damned, By which we are plainly au- 
thoriſed to take our rule of faith from them, 
and to learn from their practice and preach- 
ing what that Goſpel is, and what thoſe 
great points are, the belief of which is here 
D 2 by 
{e) John xvii. 3. bid. ix. 35, &c. 
(g) Mark xvi. 15, 16. 
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hy: our Saviour himſelf made ny o 


Salvation. 


In that grand meeting on the day of Pen- 
tecoſt, when they firſt received power to act 


under their divine commiſſion, full proof was 


given of the efficacy of this power by the in- 


_ ſtant converſion of three thouſand fouls. It 
cannot be ſuppoſed that- much time was em- 
ployed in receiving a diftin& declaration of 
faith from every particular convert. Peter 


convinces them that the wonders they now 


| beheld Had been foretold by the Prophets; 


he applies them as an evidence of the reſur- 


rection of Chriſt, and preſſes upon them this 


undeniable concluſion, + () therefore let all the 


'bouſe of Iſrael know aſſurediy, that God hath 


made that ſame Jeſus, whom ye have crucified, 


Both Lord and Cbriſt. Struck with an evidence 


0 aſtoniſhing and irreſiſtable as this, and 


touched to the heart with a truth which af. 
fected them ſo nearly, they ſaid unto Peter, 


and to the reſt of the Apoſtles, Men and Bre- 
"thren, what fall we do. Then Peter ſaid unto 
them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you 
in the name of Jeſus Chriſt for the remiſſion of 
im, and ye ſhall receive the gift of the Holy: 
Ghoſt. Then they that gladly received his word 
; | were 


(b) Ads ii. 


E 
e and the ſame day there was ad. 
| ded unto them about three thouſand ſouls, 
(i) See bere is Water, ſaid the Ethiopian 
to pie What dotb binder me to be baptized ? 
And Philip ſaid if thou beliboeft with all thine 
Fouſh thou mayeſt. Aud be anſwered and ſaid 
I BztievE THAT JzsUs CHrIST 18s THE 
Son or Gop. This was ſufficient. Philip 
demanded no farther explanation. He com- 


manded the Chariot to ſtand fill; and they went 
down into the water, both Philip ans w_ Eu- 


mech, and he baptized him. 
When the trembling Jaylor aſked his illuſ- 


ou priſoners Paul and Silas, (t) Sirs, what 
muſt I do to be ſaved? They replied, Believe 


on the Lord Jeſus Chrift, and thou ſhalt be ſaved 
and thy bouſe. And they ſpake unto him the 
word of the Lord, and to all that were in bis 


| houſe. And he took them the ſame hour of the 
nigbt and waſhed their ſtripes; and was bapti- 


zed, be and all bis ſtraigbtway. 
(1) The word of faith which the Apoſtles 
preached is thus explained by St. Paul himſelf, 


If thou ſbalt confeſs with thy mouth the Lord Fe- 


ſus, and ſhalt believe in thine heart that God 
bath raiſed him from the dead thou ſhalt be £4 


(#) Acts viii. 36, Sc. (#) AQs 16, 29, Sc. 
(Rom. x. 8, 9. os 
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by our Saviour himſelf made neeeflkry "to | 
Salvation. 
In that grand meeting on the day of Pen- 
tecoſt, when they firſt received power to act 
under their divine commiſſion, full proof was 
given of the efficacy of this power by the in- 
ſtant converſion of three thouſand ſouls. It 
Cannot be ſuppoſed that much time was em- 
yed | in receiving a diſtin& declaration of 
from every particular convert. Peter 
convinces them that the wonders they now 
| beheld He been foretold by the Prophets; 
he applies them as an evidence of the reſur- 
rection of Chriſt, and preſſes upon them this 
undeniable concluſion, (b) therefore let all the | 
houſe of Iſrael know aſſuredly, that God hath 
made that ſame Jeſus, whom ye have crucified, 
Both Lord and Cbriſt. Struck with an evidence 
'fo aſtoniſhing and irrefiſtable as this, and 
touched to the heart with a truth which af. 
fected them ſo nearly, they ſaid unto Peter, 
and to the reſt of the Apoſtles, Men and Bre- 
"threy, what fhall we do. Then Peter ſaid unto 
them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you 
in the name of Jeſus Chriſt for the remiſſion of 
fins, and ye ſhall receive the gift of the Holy- 
Ghoſt. Then they that gladly received his word 
| were 


(b) Ads ii. 
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were + baptized : and the ſame day there was ad. 
| ded unto them about three thouſand ſouls.” 
i) See bere is Water, ſaid the — 
Philip, What dath binder me to be baptized? 
And Philip ſaid if thou belthveſt-with all thine 
| heart, thou mayeſt. Aud be anſwered and ſaid 
I BzLievE THAT JzsUs CHrIST 18s THE 
Son or Gop. This was ſufficient. Philip 
demanded no farther explanation. He com- 

manded the Chariot to land ftill ; and they went 
down into the water, both Philip and the 3 
_ and he baptized him. : 

When the trembling Jaylor aſked kis illuſ- 
trious priſoners Paul and Silas, (k) Sirs, what 
muſt I do to be ſaved? They replied, Believe 
on the Lord Jeſus Chrift, and thou ſhalt be ſaved 
and thy houſe. And they ſpake unto him the 
word of the Lord, and to all that were in his 
bouſe. And he took them the ſame hour of the 
night and waſhed their ſtripes; and was gue 
zed, he and all his ftraightway. 

(1) The word of faith which the Apoſtle 8 
preached is thus explained by St. Paul himſelf. 


If thou ſhalt confeſs with thy mouth the Lord Fe- 


| ſus, and ſhalt believe in thine heart that God 


eh . Un him from the dead thou 1 be = 
ved. 


i Acts viii. 36, Ec. (#) AQs 16. 29, Cc. 
( Rom. x. 8, 9. | | 
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. (n) n beſcever, lays St. John, hat 
confeſs that Jeſus is the. Son of God, Cod dwel- 
leib in bim, and be in Cod. (u) Wheſoever believ- 
eth that Jeſus is the Chriſt, is born. of God. 
When St. Jobn had compleated his account 
of our Saviour's miracles, he tells us the 
important end for which they were recorded. 
(0) -Theſe. are written,” ſays he, that ye 
might believe that Ixsus Is THe CHRIST 
THE.SON OF Gop, and that. believing Je myo 

bave life through bis name, 
Theſe paſſages need no 3 preparation. 
They lead us without the aid of reaſoning to 
the concluſion we were in ſearch of. It ap- 
pears that the earlieft converts were received 
by our Saviour and his Apoſtles on their aſ- 
ſenting to this ſingle point of faith, That 
Jeſus was the Chriſt, the Son of God, and 
<« the Saviour of the World.“ Whence it 
follows inconteſtibly that this is the. founda- 
tion of our faith, the grand article which ne- 
ceſſarily introduces Chriſtianity into the breaſt 
that entertains it, and ſingly contains the 
power of turning an unbeliever into a 

Chriſtian. 

But is it any where inculcated to the exclu- 
fion of others? and inveſted with a power ſo 
abſolute. 


(=) 8 w. 15; ( lb. v. 1. 
(% John xx. 31. 


1 1 


| abſolute as to render all the teſt head? 


Shall we intrench ourſelves here, and utterly 


unconcerned abour all farther improvement, 
embrace it with a reſolution of confining our 


faith within the narrow limits of this general 


principle? Nothing could be ſo oppoſite to 
the manifeſt tendency of the principle itſelf as 


a conduct like this. The reaſon that makes 


it neceſſary, is not that it excludes and inva- 
lidates all the reſt. It is the very reverſe of 
this, becauſe it naturally leads to them, and 
unfolds itſelf into a variety of dependent 


truths. It is the fundamental article of our 


faith, becauſe the other articles riſe upon it 
and follow from it by a natural connection. 


Tris indeed the true fountain of living wa- 


ters. But we deprive ourſelves of all its be- 
nefits, if we ſuppreſs the ſtreams, and ſeal 
up the fountain. It is deſtined to fill a thou» 
fand channels, to diffuſe itſelf through the 
whole extent of our. minds, and to enrich 
them wich à perpetual increaſe of divine 


knowledge. Far from giving countenance to 


a a ſuſpenſe or relaxation of out endeavours af 
| ter higher attainments, it makes our improve- 
ment in revealed knowledge, as far as lies in 

our power, an indiſpenſable dur. 
Let us ſuppoſe a convert juſt enlightened 
with the great article which we have been con- 
ſidering. 


24 J 
adering. „ 5 
ing newly animated. He will be impatient to 


. . advance farther into the light that juſt dawns 


upon his mind. It will become an active 
principle, that will engage his whole foul in 
the moſt important enquiries, and inſpirit 
him with an ardour in the purſuit that he was 
till then a ſtranger to. He will be r to 
learn every circumſtance in the hiſtory of his 
divine benefactor. His heart will burn 
« within him while the Scriptures are opened 
« to him” concerning his Florious pre · exiſ· 
tence, his wondrous humiliation, the plan, 
the conduẽt of Redemption, its laws and ex- 
tent, and the various arts of mercy that he 
puts in practice to make it take effect. Let 
us ſuppoſe that in the courſe of theſe enqui- 
ries he ſhould meet with a new article of faith, 
Will he think himſelf at liberty to reject = - 
and to content himſelf with holding faſt to 

that general principle which at firſt made him 
a Chriſtian? or will he not rather feel him- 
ſelf, by the force of this very principle, under 
an indiſpenſable obligation to receive with 
readineſs and ſubmiſſion what is now propoſed 
to him? He hears a ſecond time that voice 
which he had before owned to be divine. 
Can he be. attentive to the firſt call, and ne- 


1 28 } | 
glect this ſecond addreſs ? This would be a 
conduct full of the wildeſt inconſiſtency. It 
vould be to diſbelieue him whom he be- 
- -**. Jjeves to be the Son of God.“ His firſt en- 
gagement therefore binds him to receive this 
ſecond article as one that is indiſpenſably ne- 
ceſſary to his ſalvation. The ſame ſteps will 
lead with equal certainty to a third; and uni- 
verſally, the ſame circumſtances being ſup- 
poſed, will imprint the ſame neceſſity on eve- 
ry following article. They will in ſucceſſion 
claim his aſſent, and each in their turns, 
when properly authenticated and explained, 
will appear neceſſary to his ſalvation, till his 
faith being enlarged with his knowledge, em- 
braces at laſt the whole n. of revealed 
truth. 3 
The caſe ſeems to be the fame with tegard 
to che ſpeculative, as it is with regard to the 
N virtues: If we may be allowed to 
give the name of virtue to a right belief, as 
ve do to a right practice. There are virtues _ 
of different value. Some which are eſſential i 
to the very being of the virtuous character, AY 
others which may be ſaid rather to compleat, 4 
than to form it. Virtues which no good man 4 
can be without, virtues which even the good be 
man is ſometimes leſs attentive to, but none 
E” | Which 
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den he can Sichen from dh Sytbem. 

-Whilſt we.cultivate-thoſe of the firſt kind, we 

ate not upon that account the more at liberty 
to indulge a neglect of others. They are not 

meceffary betauſe they compenſate for the 
want of others, but on the contrary becauſe 
they are the baſis of ſeveral ſubordinate vir- 
tues, and PO we "One yu _ * 00A 

-of all. 6 

„ Afeht ze ewe an fn budy etl bo wn 
| nnd to action, it muſt be acknowledged al- 

ſo with regard to faith. The ſame train of 

.reaſoning which ſhews the neceſſity of every 
virtue, will Hkewiſe eſtabliſn the neceſſity of 
every article of faith. We muſt therefore al- 
lo or deny together in both cafes. We muſt 
ſupport every article of faith, or r give 1 ſome 
articles of practical duty. 

The Apoſtle's rule is e as FR whth re- 
Ard to the law of faith as that of obedience. 
me keep the whole lat, and yet offend in one 
point we are guilty of all. Our compliance 

with ſome parts of the law, cannot juſtify a 

contempt of others. Our duty is an obſerv- 

ance of the whole law, and therefore can- 
nat be reconciled with a wilful neglect of the 
I , e to it. W299 TE) 


There 


— 
— 1 
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There are then 1 points of prac- 
gear duty as well as of faith. The greateſt 
ſtreſs is properly laid upon theſe, becauſe in 
violating them we overthrow at the fame time 
the numerous branches of faith and duty that 
ſpring from them. Whereas" in thoſe of an 
inferior order the offence is a ſingle act, the 
evil ſpreads no further, but terminates where 
it began. Points of this great importance 
may juſtly be ſtiled neceſſary in the firſt and 
higheſt degree. But they are by no means 
neceſſary in any ſenſe which may imply a diſ- 
charge from the obligation of others, or an 
all-ſufficiency lodged in them alone. To em- 
brace them with a reſerve of confiding only 
in them, indifferent to all beſides, is to ſhew 
that we neither underſtand nor are influenced 
by their true ſpirit; which is to ſpread, and 
not to contract, our Faith and our Virtue. 
Every precept of duty, every article of faitn 
is eſtabliſhed by the ſame authority. And 
therefore even thoſe of the loweſt order, when 
attended with their proper evidence, riſe into 
importance, and carry obligation along with 
them. | 
The great article of Faith then which we 
have been conſidering, is neceſſary beyond all 
others, © becauſe without it Chriſtianity can- 
"Wi * not 


articles are alſo in their turns neceſſary, be, 
et cauſe without them Chriſtianity can never 
4 gro up to perfection. It is the ſeed, the 
vital principle, which gradually unfolds itſelf 
into all the various branches of Chriſtian 
Faith. The ſeed is valuable in itſelf. But 
moſt valuable when lodged in a kindly foil, 
and aſſiſted with proper culture, it opens intq 
a beautiful plant, and yields its increaſe thire 
2 Rs OVER. . 
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« FT Er Jelus Chriſt is the Son of 
God, and the Saviour of the world,“ 


ſenſe peculiar to itſelf; with it Chriſtianity 
commences, and the whole ſtructure of our 
faith riſes upon it. When other articles are 
ſtiled neceſſary, we have ſeen that ir is no 
more than a relative term, ſuppoſing always 
a correſpondent degree of knowledge, or at 
leaft a free uſe of the means of knowledge. 
And thus we flatter ourſelves that we have 
gained an eminence, from which a clear and 
extenſive proſpect will lie open before us. 
We are defirous to obtain a rule which may 
enable us to fix, with ſome certainty, theboun- 
duaries that ought to be ſet to public confeſſi- 
ons of faith, Let us try whether what hath 
been eſtabliſhed in the foregoing I will 
not lead to ſuch a rule. 
I nſtead of ſuppoſing a ſingle convert to 
make a progreſs through all the degrees of 
99 * and by that means to 


rs to be an article of faith neceſſary in a 
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7 & 
arrive ſucceſſively at the various correſpondent 
articles of faith; let us now ſuppoſe the 


whole body of Chriſtians to be divided into 


claſſes riſing one above another, according to 
their attainments\in knowledge. The high- 


eſt of theſe claſſes will be poſſeſſed of every 


5 revealed truth, and Chriſtianity will car 
| upon them with i its full light. The ex | 


knowledge will be diminiſhed a as, we, de 
downwards. through every inferior ran x 
the loweſt claſs will be barely enligh 
with the firſt dawning, truths of the goſpel. 
Let us imagine every one of theſo claſſes to be 


formed into a diſtinct Church of itſelf. No- 


ching ſhould ſeem eaſier than to adapt a pub- 
lic e *of faith to each of chelo 
Churches. 

"Tt ſeems on all hands agreed that a 1 


confeſſion of faith may contain all the neceſ- 


ſary articles. In our Preſent ſuppoſition the | 
degree of knowledge is aſſigned to which eve - 
Church'bath 3 It is admitted that 
5 extent of knowledge aſcertains the neceſſa 
ry articles of faith, and therefore determines 
what articles ſhalt enter into the confeſſion 


proper for each of the Churches under con- 


0 So ** W the * here Ar- g 
elolve itſelf. | Foes 
8 A Re 
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A Reffectien however will here occur that 
| u incline ſome td ſet aſide at once all that 

has been fad. They will afk if our Saviour's 
example ſhould not be an eternal rule; ad 
it we ought not, In all eaſes, to adhere to that 
mort and ftnple confeffton of faich which He 
and d "Apoſtles preſcribed. They muſt not 
rhink it ſtrange to Be told, that there may be 
an kMaditerert imitation even of dur Ser try 
example indiſerect, becauſe falſe andrniſta- 
ken; and that even iir following his ſteps we 


muſt not advance with blind precipitation: 


prudence and reaſon muſt till attend us: To 

wake cim ſecurity even in full daylight be 

dure Lime cavtivh. I 1 2319 n 15 ; 
Wherever we find ourſelves under ihr 


cannot be too literally copied. But to apply 
a rule in the ſame manner that he uſed it, un- 
der circumſtances totally different from thoſe 
for which he gave it, is not to follow his ex- 
ample: it is no leſs improper than to act in 

one caſe as he did in another, or to reply to 

a queſtion in a certain ſer of words, becauſe 
he made uſe of them in anſwer to a queſtion 

of a different nature. This manner of imita- 
tion would betray us into dangerous miſtakes. 
* is not the imitation that leads to truth in 
_ reaſoning, 


 cirtuniſtatices wich our Saviour,” his example 


— 


8 * 9 So. 
* by Na; My a 
LS * N * — * . nn. F 
- "4 abi. 2 — Gs . 8 * we tas 8 Ln Tel 3 a N » — Fan i 
N 0 22 n - q —— 2 + ; I 1 — F J . N 8 = * * - 
SW — r rt r — — 1 - ao 2 
* —_ * 5 G . — 29 „ 
W. > — - : = m—_ 
— — — rw, — 
Y * Y DD 6 * 8 2 = — 
— — 2 — — — ts, 
—— — — —— 9E ²˙¹²m f = . : - 
. - OR TIS ——— — 1 — * : 
* - 2 — 7 7 n : * 
» * * 
1 4 
- f f 


date of dhe — — — of their 
knowledge and advantages is every way flue- 


tuating. It is not. the part of wiſdom to 


maintain the ſame apprarance under all theſe 


changes, to move inflexibly. in the ſame line 
of conduct. Wiſdom takes the direction of 
her courſe from the preſent eonjuncture, re- 
marks every variation in the ſyſtem of things, 
and accommodates herſelf to it. It is a good 
rule in imitations of me moth port 4 


2 


28 well. as in a 


to take off „„ th fe ee 
| of antiquity, that too ſervile a copy often 


figures and diſtorts the original, inſtead of 
Ering us the true reſemdlance. Arne : 
after our Saviour's rules therefore we ſhould 
endeavour to adapt them — — 
bination of circumſtances, and to apply them 
wich that latitude which the change of ſitua- 
eee eee 
but to comply with the rule. 

Our Saviour in his own perſon did. no 
more than barely lay the foundation of his 
Church. He left it in that ſtate of weakneſs, 


which he himſelf repreſents in a beautiful pa- 
| rable under the image of the () leaſt of all 


— 


8 ( Matt. xiii, 31. Mark vii, 30. 


3 


ka "Be . it in „ af he gave 
bis 3 the aſſiſtance of extraordinary 
powers to guard the tender plant and to watch 


over its growth. But when it became the 


greateſt among herbs; and extended its firm 
branches, ſo as to give ſecurity and protection 
under the ſhadow of it, the charge was then 
reſigned to reaſon, aſſiſted only by the filene 
influence of Grace. Shall now the ſame con- 
feſſion of faith become our Saviour's followers 
under all theſe different periods? Is it to no 
0 purpoſe that the ſtream of knowledge becomes 
more copious ? _ ſhall it in the mean time give 
no inerteaſe to that faith which is fed by it? 
Some perhaps will-ſay that faith is the imme- 
diate. offspring of Heaven, and was at firſt 
produced in its full perfection. But this is to 
entertain a wrong notion of faith. Religious 
faith is a belief of revealed truth. As revela- 
tion therefore was more fully explained * 
underſtood, faith muſt of conſequence be, not 
only better grounded, but enlarged. | 
The earlieſt converts made by our Saviour 
and his Apoſtles, (ever excepting thoſe wha. 
were enlightened by extraordinary influences, 
were literally ſuch as, in the ſuppoſition above 
made, would ſtand in the loweſt claſs. Their 


* was barely adequate to the firſt ge- 
F _ neral 


\ 


| 1 
neral principle of Chriſtianity. ' More could 
not have been requited from them. For had 
the Apoſtles refuſed to admit ay into the 
Church, till they were perfect maſters of the 
Holy Scriptures, well inſtructed in every part 
of Revelation, and eſtabliſhed in every branch 
of faith, the converts could not have deen 
much more numerous than tlie teachers. In- 
ſtead of that rapid ſucceſs Which attended 
them, ſo that by their own perſonal labours 
the goſpel was conveyed into almoſt every | 
corner of the habitable world, "a ſingle con- 
gregation would have employed the life of an 
, and their preaching would have end- 
ed in the village where it firſt began, A ſin- 
gle ſpot might indeed by this means have been 
compleatly cultivated, but the whole world 
beſides muſt have remained the deſert which 
they found it. They contented themſelves 
therefore at firſt with laying only the rudi- 
ments of Chriſtianity, and left it to reaſon, 
to reflection, to future inſtructions, to a dili- 
gent ſtudy of the Scriptures, and to the bleſ. 
ſing of him who alone giveth the increaſe, to 
mature and bring to perfection thoſe ſeeds of 
knowledge which they were thus enabled to 
ſpread wide through the world. It was natu- 
— to confine themſelves to a a plain and gene- 


| . 25 1. | 
ral form of faith, when they had to deal ith 
men juſt initiated into the firſt principles of 
Chriſtianity. They could not expect a full 


ſyſtem of faith, where they could only i impart BY 


ſo ſmall a . of knowledge. i 
_ * Shall faith then continue the ſame under 
all the future periods of the Church, under all 
degrees of i improvement? Shall converts juſt 
emerging from the darkneſs of heatheniſm 
and ignorance, who have ſcarce well imbibed 
one ſingle leſſon from an Apoſtle, compre- - 
hend the faith in the ſame clearneſs, extent, 
and perfection, as thoſe who are born and 
educated in the midſt of the Goſpel light, 
who have been long poſſeſſed of the whole vo- 
lume of Scripture, and all the means of under- 
ſtanding it, that the ſucceſſive labours of 
learned and pious men, improving on each, 
other, and enjoying the experience of Ages, 
can furniſh? In a word, ſhall the ſame con- 
feſſion of faith become the new converted 
Jailor, and the enlightened Apoſtle ?* The 
general rule that was firſt given by our Savi- 
our himſelf. and his Apoſtles will not ſuffer 
this; it will not ſuffer us to continue in this 


| endleſs ſtagnation and inaQtivity. It is a vital 


; principle; which will not without violence 


lie 1 in a ſtate of dead repoſe, but by an energy 
F 2 | within 


* 3 

| within. tk expands and colarges- it⸗ 
elf, till ir gains at laſt che utmoſt bounds of 
| revelation; For if we have not utterly miſ⸗ 

d taken its true force and Spirit, it lays the con- 
i 5 vert under the neceſſity of attaining, as far - 
as_ lies in his power, to a law aau of of 


and knowledge conſtan ef ee toge- 
ther, moving on parallel to each other, and 
- by equal degrees, towards perfection. | 
This is more than a bare Theory of faith, 
- Ir is hiſtorical truth ſupported by the dual 
ſtate of Chriſtianity, We have already ſeen 
that in the firſt period of Chriſtianity, the 
confeſſion of faith was plain and ſimple, con- 

87. trived to ſpread freely amongſt mankind, 
5 needing no preparation of long or deep en- 
quiries, ſufficiently ſupported by the general 
atteſtation of our Saviour's divine miſſion. 
But it ſoon appeared that this was no ſtationa- 
ry point, beyond which the Chriſtian faith 
was not expected to proceed. The inſpired 
preachers by degrees laid open before the 
world their full commiſſion. And we cannot 
believe that they left it as a matter of indif- 
ference to them, to receive, or reject, as much 

F of it as they thought * 
| When 


„„ 7 1 
When St. Paul explained the ſublimer doc- 
trines of Chriſtianity and entered deeply into 
the grand ſecretꝭ of Redemption with his 
converts of a conſiderable ſtanding, when he 
had occaſion to remonſtrate againſt the low 
proficiency that ſome of them made under hi 
inſtructions; we may ſuppoſe a convert, of 
the turn of ſome of our modern believers, in 

defence of his remiſſneſs, to have offered an 
apology in the following terms. © When af 
< ter your- miraculous. illumination, we firſt 
& heard with wonder, the perſecutor become 
c the advocate of Chriſtianity, you cannot 
« have forgot what was the ſubje& of your 
& diſcourſes to us. You preached Chriſt in the 
„ Synagogues,. (q) THAT HE WAS THE Son 
fr GOD. We felt the power of your 
te preaching and were converted. But may 
ve not retain the Goſpel as we then receiv- 
te ed it at your hands? It was to that general 
« form of faith we gave our aſſent; to that 
« we ſtill adhere, and hope for ſalvation from 
*-it,” The Apoſtle himſelf dictates the reply 
that he would have made to this apology. 
« By what expreſſions,” he would have ſaid, 
„ ſhall I attempt to infinuate to you right 

E notions of redemption, by what eral 


(4) 42. . 20 
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1 that che degrees of knowledge 


1 1... 
2rd againſt miſtakes like theſe in 
All that T had prepared to deliver to you ? 


When I hoped that you had been fit to re- 


& ceive inſtructions of an higher nature, nay 
« even to give them to others, you force me 


| 4 back again to the Principles from which 
«« we ſet out. You recall me to thoſe leſſons 


«of eaſy-digeſtion which were fitted indeed 
« to the infant ſtate of Chriſtianity, at a tine 
when you ought to have been practiſed in 

doctrines of the moſt arduous kind. Let 
« us at length make ſome" ſteps beyond the 


«firſt principles of our Religion, and go on 


* unto" that perfection, towards which we 
& ought already to have been far advanced. 


r) This remonſtrance need not be enlarged 
Nor need we recapitulate the religious 


| Wey of ſeveral fucceeding ages, to ſhew i 


that, as Chriſtianity was ſtill more and more 


eſtabliſhed, and generally underſtood, the 


public confeſſions of faith were by degrees en- 
larged, till they came at laſt to that extent in 


which we have received them, and at which 
they ſeem for u 1 


ſtand. 92 
We may venture then to lay ie down as 4 


for 


(r) Heb. v. 11, 12, de. 75 


FE 3 

for any particular, Church, being found, . 
| determine the extent of 2 public n 
c of faith proper for that ee 

But it may be thought that this i is a_diſco- 
very which will be attended with very little 
advantage. The ſtandard, it may be ſaid, ia 
juſt, but hardly bo be obtained: for by what 
e al ſhall the degrees of knowledge, be aſcer - 
tained? Shall we enquire into the attain- 


ments of « every particular member, and then 
by collecting them, determine the quantity of 
knowledge for the Church to which they be- 
long? An undertaking too chimerical to be 
attempted. Of what ſervice is it then to be 
told, that knowledge and faith are commen- 
| ſurate, where the former ſeems to be ſtill 

more variable and hard to eſtimate than * 
latter? | 

Ir muſt be confeſſed that the dificuley j is 
properly urged, and ſuch. as in many caſes 
cannot be overcome. Yet let us not deſpair 
of ſucceſs. An expedient preſents irſelf, that 
appears neither impracticable nor unfit for 
our purpoſe. Mens negligence, and inatten- 
tion to their own improvement, render it in- 
deed often impoſſible to determine their ac - 
tual ſtate of knowledge. It is eaſier however 


to determine what men might, than what 
. they 


| they do ki Wa e W y may know on - 
this important ſubject, they ought to know. 
The means of knowledge therefore may be 


ſbllieuted inſtead” of "the knowledge itſelf. 


And the means of knowledge in general may 
with conſiderable accuracy be ied 1 
they are apparent fact, and lie open to ab- 
is nor a'timne here to attempt a particy- 
lae biſkory of the flare of every church, ora 
of thoſe various circumſtances 
which diverſify the chriſtian, almoſt as much 
as the political world. Could we go through 5 
wich chis detail, it would end no doubt in the 
diſcovery, that the public confelſlons of faith | 
uſed by ſome churches, even in this advan 
ſtate of chriſfianity, extend far beyond tHE 
means of information. We ſhould find per- 
haps-a- verbal faith the moſt diffuſive, where 
knowledge is the moſt reſtrained, and where 
ignorance ſpreads her thickeſt cloud. The 
attempt however would lead us too far. It 
will be fufficient for us to make the obſer- 
vations which our preſent purpoſe. demands, 
there only where we are more particularly i in- | 
terefted in the concluſions they may lead to. 
If chere is a Church then, where pure 
Chriſtianity" hath- been long eſtabliſhed, 'O 


(/) 2 Thell. iii. 2. 


. 


„ { 4 J 
6nd the word of the Lord hath bad free. FRE 
where the ſacred volumes are in the hands of 
every one, and made eaſy of acceſs even to 
the meaneſt capacity; where the vulgar are 
not only permitted, but by all the helps that 
piety, learning, and genius can, afford, aſſiſted 
to underſtand them; where their divine 
truths may even be called hereditary, are in · 
ſtilled i in our infancy, imprinted in our youth, 
and in maturer years ſubmitted to the teſt of 
reaſon and reflection; where religion is ſup- 
| ported by no authority but her own, and has 
no. intereſts but her own to ſupport ; where 
ſhe has nothing to conceal,” and therefore aſ- 
ſumes no diſguiſe to elude, no borrowed ter- 
rors to repreſs a free enquiry 3 where every _ 
road to knowledge is laid open, and we are 
by every help and inducement aided and en- 
couraged to approach it, inclined by early 
impreſſions, influenced by education, aſſiſted 

by inſtructions ſo freely diſpenſed, that they 
ſometimes meet even the fugitive from them, 
preſſed by frequent admonitions, awed or en- 
aged by a full diſplay of the conſequences | 
8 our compliance or neglect > in a 
word, called, allured, animated, nay forced, S. 
one would almoſt be tempred to ſay, by all 
the motives that belong to reaſon, or Nag A 
G 1 


3 


ft chere is a Chuteh of which this is no flat - 
| tering tepfeſentation, then ſurtly all theſe ad-. 
vantages will juſtify her bhi the public . 
confellioh of faith beyond that which was 
formed for the  opprefitd and iufant fare of 
Ekriftianity, and will authoriſe her calling 
Fot the affent of her members co all the great 
truths of pute revelation, as well as to all the 
capital and moſt important facts, chat belong 
to the hiſtory of Redemption. 
We may now at Teh wr FOR che rule 
with the higheſt finlſhing that we can give ir. 
6 The public mew of knowledge that 
any Church enjoys will Ax the — * Vollockr 
ries to her confelfion of faith, e 
_ © There is however a well- Know fact, G 
ſeem not 13 keconclleable to the prin- 
a —— advanced For while in peruſing 
of our Apoſtolic Creed, we ob- 
| Ford, ch every AR to be added in op- 


Ka PH truth, 1 4 the Frog 
ment of our public Confeffion of Faith. Buy 
Et it be obſerved, that the increaſe of here ſies 
may itſelf be regarded as a preſum tion of 
the advancement of the Goſpel; falſe doc- 
Gies — ariſing from that abuſe "which 


deſigning 


{41 
A men make of the true. The growth 
of the Tares is 2 proof that the good grain 
"hath alſo grown up with them, Refides, the the 
appearance of an hereſy naturally excites an 
uneommon ſpirit of enquiry concerning the 
doctrine i in queſtion, it calls forth Genius and 
Piety to exert themſelyes iq. defence of the 
truth, - which. At by this means eſtabli 
more firmly, and ſpread more TAY W 
e would b have been. 5 


ah till hereſies arole there could have been 
no Confeſnion of faith; and wben they did 
ariſe, che Articles of faith could never have 
been more numerous than the heretical opini- 
ons. When che purity of che Chriſtian doc- 
 ttine is endangered by the propagation of 
falſe and corrupt opinions, then indeed is the 
| ime for the friends of religion to gather 
round the Standard of truth. But ere the 
: growing hereſy. can be oppoſed by a public 
profeſſion of faith, ic muſt be ſhewn to be 
ſuch; nar can any thing juſtify an attempt 
| 19 impoſe a nem Arc upon the yulgar till 

v2 „ at 


1 
3 


T3 
it be clearly proved to be "Fl genuine doctrine 
of Scripture. To call for their aſſent wich 
out preparing them by due information, were 
the groſſeſt abuſe of power; and mould they 
even give their aſſent, it might be an act of 
blind obedience on the one hand, as it is of 
Tyranny | on the” other, but never could it al 
on either ſide, a religious act. The prope 
Preſervative againſt error, is not to make 
people profe ſs" the truth, 'but underſtand it. 
W hat all are expected to fee clearly, ſhould 


at leaft be made viſible to all. The Werne | 


fhould be fairly ſet up to public view, and A 
Wy expoſed to the examination of e 

, fo that all, who do not neglect their 
Lowes informittion; may convince themſelves 


of its truth. There can be no rational at- 


tempt to eſtabliſi new articles of faith 

amongſt an ignorant people, where the means 

of information are with-held, whatever he- 

reſies may be there ſuppoſed to prevail. For 

vain is the expeCtation to reap the fruits of 
#nowledge where the ſeeds have never been 

ſown. The ſpreading of hereſies then may 

point out the fit ſeaſon for the exertion of this 
Right: but the Right itſelf can only be 
founded on the means of knowledge, and 
muſt be circumſcribed by them, 
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5 | Wie our attention upon the Hibanafion 
Creed, and leads us to confider whether by 
the Rule as above inveſtigated, its diſtin- 
guiſhing doctrine has a claim to a place in out 5 
ublic Confeſſion of Faith. 
— be be forgot oY the deſign of 
Alis attempt is not ſo much to vindicate the 
Doctrine itſelf as che uſe chat is here made of 
it. "They to whom it is more particularly ad- 
dxreſſed, are ſuppoſed to admit in general the 
Doctrine of the Trinity, at the fame Time 
chat they are diſſatisfied with the repreſentation 
given of it in this Creed, and the purpoſes to 
Which it is here applied. We ſhall all along 
therefore preſume upon their making this 
conctifion, that the Doctrine of the Trinity 
may be proved from the Scriptures, and will 
found our reaſoning upon it: and it will re- 
main only to prove, that to us who are bleſ- 
ſed with all the means of information enume- 
| rated 


a «ifs. cans. edi arr Ate * 
— — — 


rated above, the b muſt be acknow- 
ledged neceſlary in that degree which we have 
conſidered as relative, and o ſhew that it is 
not too far urged nor too rigorouſly enforced, 
In every Syſtem of religion thoſe Do&rines- | 
which relate to the "nature of the Deity are 
ever to be eſteemed the fundamental. From 
natural religion, or the original Revelation, 
we. learn the Unity of the divine natyre. 
That there ate three Perſons in this Unity, is 
3 Revelation, #-dliſeavery | 
this. di % Chriſtian Revelation hath 
made. Whence this; queſtion will - ariſe : 
„an good Chriſtian with ſafety confine 
* his belief concerning the divine nature wich- 
* in, che limits af chat natural Religion and 
« the ancient Revelation teach, when at the 


ſatne time the Revelation he. confides- in 
< hach made additional diſcoveries of that di- 
vine nature? Why chen wa our Religion 


« Religjans, if yet ins profeſives may, in this 
great paint, en from 
the profeſſors, of other Why was the 
* Revelation, e, i we may Ri be igno- 

« rant,of it, or. doubtful. concerning. it 3 if it 


« "WAR: hott W 


Vn, thar every 


Pier, 


1 7 © 
chaten may receve or E 
«|; at pleaſure, that is, if che ftate of teli- 
„Sous knowledge” may ill continue in all 

dd $ the fame as if it had never been gi- 
"A Rev not intended to affect 
dur belief Is an ufheceffary revelation. But 


an untecęffüfy revelation is a contradiction, 


becauſe We are ſure thut the author of revela- 
tion cat do nothing in van. And therefore 


though vr could fee no advantage th the reve- 


lation,” thiugh we ſhould diligree about its 


Jety or üſe, yet thus far we may with 
afforarice'ttb, nay without poſſibility of error, | 
that God would not have tevealed knowledge 
to us, which we could never by the light of 
reaſon have had the leaſt intimation of, if he 
had not thought fit that our belief ſhould ad- 
 vance farther than raſh, coold conduct it. 

But need any one who knows the difference 
between the natural and the Chriſtian religion, 
hefitate to affigh the propriety and uſefulneſs 
- of this revelation ? - Mankind in their origi- 
nal Rate worſhipped God as their Creator 
alone, becauſe he had beſtowed happineſs up- 
on them by the ſingle act of Creation. But, 
in order to recover fallen man to happineſs, 
their nature” was to be purified, and 
their f fouts ranfomed. When there- 

N fore 


4 


fore this was completed, what could be con: 


ceived more proper or more welcome to eve- 
* generous, mind, than a revelation inſtruct- 


ing them where they, were to pay their tribute 
of . gratitude for theſe ineſtimable bleſſings, 


and directing that God ſhould now. be wor- 
ſhipped under the threefold relation, of cheir 
Creator, Redeemer, and SanCtifier ?. 

May This i is a doctrine then, which we = 
entertain with. indifference. when it is once 
made known to us. Tet this! is not ſufficien 
to eſtabliſn its right to a place in our public 


confeſſion of faith. 10 qualify it for popular I 


belief it muſt be ſuch that we can no more 
be ſuppoſed to be i Ant of it than W = 


ent towards it. i 


What encouragements * helps the mem- 
bers of our Church have. to bring them to 


the Knowledge of the Holy Scriptures. hath 


been already obſerved. But whilft all, other 
divine truths are without reſerve. laid open be- 
fore them, can we fancy that there is any 
thing to obſcure this alone, or incline them 
to overlook the particular doctrine of the 
Trinity? On the contrary, it is attended with. 


ſome peculiar circumſtances, which muſt natu- 


rally draw their obſervation upon it, and 
mark it out to their early notice. It is a doc= 
trine 


mY 6 ad x 
tine of pure revelation, afid therefor muſt 
appear extremely remarkable, becauſe an en- 
tire ſtranger to our reaſon. An object like 
chis, new to che e cannot fail 
of excitit attention . 
- Let” us add that the 55 le in | 
which the foundation of 1 9 
ledge i is laid, "naturally leads us to 7 diſco- 
Aale of this doctrine. For when our Faith 5 in 
elugrhe Spn of Gd is well eſtabliſhed, it mu 

be > very cold and. languid indeed, 1 it doth 
wo incline, ys. to. learn from the Scriptures 
the true meaning of that title of high giſ- 
tinction, He who hath dope ſuch gręzt 
th far us, and gave ſuch miraculous atjeſ- 
rations of his. divine miſſion, | muſt be greater 
Abaa his humble Station on earth denoted; 
his, real r | 
rent. He ed mondf Ne mut be more 
than mate than a catpenter s ſon. | | 
ITbeſe deen, every page of ſcrigtuge 
Will confirm. His divine characters will 
meet us wherever we turn 3 we ſhall trace his 


glorious titles riſing one above another; we 
ſhall ſee in ſucceſſion all ranks of created Be- 
ings bow before their Lord, till he appears 
exalted" to that alliance and union with the 

5 k : H h eternal 
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ic; 50 1 | 

eternal Father which the Title of. Son, of only 
1 . Son, implies. 
Nor can the dignity of the Holy Spirit long 

1 unknown to us. We may be allowed to 
bf. — that none amongſt us. are in the con- 
| „dition of 9. ea ly. Converts, who had not 
0 1 | .w raged there were ny 
ars ſo conſiderable a 


; h AS fo} ppole, the kigcere. believer”? in the one to 
ig gnorant of the e other. . - With him the In- 
__ "carnation begins. (ua) The Heavens are 
"et for his appe rance' at che Baptiſm | of | 
| ür Lord, ; (v) Full 85 the Hol! Shot, and 
1 the Power of the Spirit, he 0 enters up- 
on his miniſtry ARE ben E Sai 
leaves the Wöfld; to his inffuenck (#) he — 
wits his Apoſtles und bis Chürch. Muff we 
not then be anxious to learn what farther® in- 
We formation the Scriptures give us concerning 
, A him, who appears in the hiſtory of our Lord, 
undder the awful and engaging titles of the 
Power of the n er Comforter, "and 
dhe ma ors Truth? eee ff een 
e 1 2 BY 7 But 
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tal Acts "inc, © 1.6) Luke 1 TY : 
( Lake iii. 25. 3 . Lake ir. J. 10 
We 16. 


| = 1 22 
But ſhould our indifference be ſuch as all 
| vals! incentives to knowledge > cannot- overs 
come, there is ſtill another which muſt be ir- 
reſiſtable. For the very Form of 
appointed by our Saviour himſelf cannot be 
underſtood without an enquiry after the:docs 
trine in queſtion. Now if a man can make 
himſelf eaſy under an inattention to that in- 
formation to which the firſt principle of his 
religion naturally points his way, and which 
ſuppoſes an ignorance even of the Form by 
which his, public entrance into Chriſtianity. 
was made; if he can do this whilſt he enjoys 
the free uſe of the Scrjptures,... whilſt he is 
daily taught hat it is his duty to ſearch theſe 
records of ſacred truth, and this duty is made 
eaſy to him, by the conſtant. inſtruction of 
learned and pious .men ;;—>bis. ignorance 
indeed diſables him from afſenting. to this 
doctrine, but it is an ignorance that will not 
be pretended, to ariſe from a Want, either of 
the means, or the tiff . inform Hafi 


better. 
The Doctrine of che Taney [IT then to | 


lie ſo full before us, that an enquity into its 
truth can hardly be avoided,' unleſs where we 
ſuppoſe ſuch a want of capacity, or ſuch a 


degree of voluntary ignorance, as would at the 
H 2 lame 
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me time pcbede dhe bay le den d altiolt 
every other chriſtian dactrine. And ſhould 
this enquir) tetminate in 4 proof that it is 
the dodtrine of the Seriptures, (as thoſe Be.· 
hevers with wham we are at preſent dt 
allow it would, ) then it may be proper to ob- 
ferve, that, with this conviction on our minds, 
our Faith im the Father, Son, (and Holy: = 
Ghoſt, though expreſt in the ſimpleſt terms 
that can be conceived, ſeems to imply, or 
zather to include in it, an aſſunt to the doc- 
trine of the Trinity. Fot when we ſay in the 
Jang of the Apoſtles Crerd, which is 
tnive Ally approved of amongſt us, Tbelievt 
is ut Chrift, let it be aſked whether we 
mean this of a merely human or 4 Sine Be. : 
ing. We cannot anfwer with mort caution 
and referve than, that we believe him to be 
what he is revealed in the Seriptures to be. 
The reply” to which, ot 5 n 
ts obvious: le is revea 
to be divine, and therefore u Bech your 
belief in Jeſus Chriſt is to acknowledge his 
Divinity. The fame reaſoning is applicable 
to the other propolition,” 7 Believe in the Holy 
Oe. We cannot indeed profeſs à belief 

being,  Vithour at leaſt ſome tacit re. 


* 


cannot eee that. 3 
Jeſus Chriſt without rerollecting the Idea for 
Idea which the Scriptures give us of the Savi- 
our of mankind, If they repreſent him t 
us as divine, his Divinity, "which muſt ever 
be the brighteſt dae o the nee can nevee 
paſs unobſerved· b 190 Hae 5 
It 
Trinity is attended with every circutniſtance 

pony may beſt awaken our attention, or guide 
it to a diſcovery of the truth. Furniſhed 
| therefore wich every means of information, 
and preſſed by every tnotive to apply them, 
we'muſt, by the rule before laid down, ac- 
knowledge the Right of our Church to de- 
mand our alent > this Doctrine. 
© Yet ill this brings no relief to thoſe who 
complain, not of the general doctrine, but 
of thoſe numerous Particulars into which it is 
branched out in the Creed now under our 
conſideration, and of thoſe expreſſions inju- 
rious to chriſtian charity with which ev 
Particular i is there enforcet. * 

Let us proceed then, on che es" foun- 
datlon now laid, to examine into the 1 


* 


eppes den ber the Doe of 'the 
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of theſe:complaiits ; yeah Ges 
of this creed which has been ſo freely cenſu- 
ted, and inform ourſelves, what is the true 
force uf the damnatory clauſes, as they are 

e ed aud een d ers © 
| 8 N 7711 II dai in 1 
5 en ee an berabinidhs dagkets« os 
/ Holy Scriptures 10 be he rule and ſtandard 

of all her doctrines. In her ſixth Article ſhe 
deelares that ** the Holy Seripture containeth 

« all things neceſſary to ſalyation: ſo that 

+ whatſoever i is not read therein, nor may be 

< proved; thereby, is not to be required. of 

4 any man, that it ſhould; be believed as an 

& article of the faith, or be thought requiſite 
<« or neceſſary to ſalvation. And afterwards - 
in the eighth Article, ſpeaking expreſly of this 
and the other Creeds in her Liturgy, the rea- 
ſon given, why they ought to be received is, 

« becauſe they may be proyed by moſt certain 

« warrants of holy ſcripture.” | 

After this declaration it muſt be — | 
that there can be no other equitable way of 
explaining the language of our Church but 
by comparing it with the parallel places of 
ſcripture. When therefore the Creed ſays, 
which faith except every one do keep whole and 
u#ndefiled without doubt he ſhall periſb everlaſt- 

ing: 
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_angly: me e e ale e 
criginal paſſage of ſcripture from which it Was 
copied. It is the very language of our Lord 
when he gave his laſt commiſſion to his Apoſ- 
tles. It becomes neceſſary therefore to en- 
Or into the, force and dalle ene * 
55 55 He that denen is . "hall 
* be faved ; but he that believeth not ſhall 
he: dumped.” Such, and ſo awful, 
Was the, ien with Which our Lord 

thought fit. to ſeal and ſecure, his Goſpel. 
Asad, I believe; no chriſtian can conſider it 
without an high degree of religious, Dread, 
and ſacred emotion. This is the impreſſion 
which our Lord intended it ſhould. make. 

He knew well with what reluctance man- 
kind would receive his laws, however right 
and reaſonable they might be: and therefore 
when he ſent forth his labourers. into his har- 
veſt to plant his Goſpel, and ſow the ſeeds of 
divine truth throughout the world, he em- 
powered them at the ſame time to lay open 
all the glories and the terrors with which his 
diſpenſation was armed; to tell mankind 
that when the Goſpel was offered to them 
their higheſt. e were e aye 


3 Mark xvi, 16: 


ir 236 17 
Aer death awaited their choice, and "= 
-accepti-or revule | was agg e - 
190 S 1 
Abe eee of erde: . 
ſequence: Have arige concerning this declata- 
inn of our Saviour. Fer whereas he hath 
faid, He that believeth ſhall be - 2» 
bende have Pein led eo l an undue ſtreſs u 
an habet undd abſtracted Betzef, holding th 
—— allcne-of the mind to hz doctrines of 
ſthanity: was ſuficient to ſalvation.” And 
2 'Lotd hath fad Farther, ke 
e at beticveth not ſhall De damned, 1 
deve confidered this as an exctuſion from all 
hopes Ef happineſs of all thoſe whoſe mif- | 
fortune" ie 18 never s hart "had che 
i cked te them. £76 Yr; 5} SI % 
But if % follow n rule, to 
Judge Ef religious *de8rines by their Fruits, 
v cunnet᷑ be at 4 fofs what to think f both 
cheſe opinions. - For the former, by takin 
ay all ricceffiry of our own perſonal 12 
beurs in purfezt of ſalvation, Jeads us to ne- 
ect doing good to others ; the latter, by re- 
refer ig © great part of mankind as af tall? 
Tac by by God, inclines us not even to with 
them well. The former therefore ſets afide 


Herde. the lter all care fy 


* * 


It 
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lt is indeed truly ſurpriſing that Chriſtians 
mould ever have given Ear to an opinion, 
that they could be ſaved on any other con- 
dition than that of doing all the good in their 

wer, when eur Saviour's whole life and 
doctrine is a leſſön to the contrary. * 
did he go about doing good, but that 


ſhould endeavour to follow his ſteps? Why | 


gave he repeated declarations, that none ſhall 
enter into the kingdom of God, but ſuch as 
do the will of their heavenly father? Why 
has he called that man who improved his ta- 
lents, the good and faithful fervant? And 
why in deſcribing the awful ſolemnity at the 
laſt day, hath he told us, that the chief en- 
quiry will be, how we have diſcharged the 
duties of humanity and benevolence, what 

deeds of mercy and charity we have done ? 
Doth not all this ſtrongly teach us this leſſon 
that nothing but a good life can ſave us, and 
that no claim of ſuperior ſanctity or higher 
degrees of faith, no pretence to inward feel- 
ings, extraordinary lights, or heavenly com- 
munications, can ever compenſate for the 
want of virtue and charity ? 

Numberleſs arguments might be drawn 


from every ſacred writer againſt this danger- 
I ous 


A1 
ous and falſe opinion. But this is not a place 
to enlarge upon it. Nor ſhould I have ſaid 
ſo much on what is not immediately connect- 
| ed with my ſubject, did not the danger of 
ſeeing this pernicious. error revived amongſt 
Wor us, make it at preſent too intereſting to ſuffer 
1 8 a caution againſt it to be thought out of ſea- 
_—_ ſon. I ſhall only add, that to prevent all 
. miſtakes from this paſſage as it ſtands in St. 
Mark, He that believeth ſhall be ſaved, as if 
Faith alone could fave us without. practice, 
St. Matthew makes it a part of our Saviour's 
Commiſſion to his Apoſtles that they ſhould 
teach their converts 10 ob/erve all things what- 


 ſoever be bad commanded them. . 
Nor is it leſs aſtoniſhing that any follower 


"of the merciful Jeſus ſhould imagine, that he 
ſhould ever mean to condemn thoſe who 
have not believed merely becauſe they have 
not heard: or that he who died for all man- 
kind, and who would not that any ſhould 
periſh but that all ſhould be ſaved, that he 
ſhould yet, by one abſolute decree, ſentence to 
eternal miſery more than half the world, for 
not believing, what they never had the means 
of knowing. Our Lord's expreſſion indeed 
is incapable of any ſuch frightful ä 
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Ii the foregoing verſe he directs his Apoſtles 
to go and preach the Goſpel through all the 
world, and then adds he that believeth not 
Hall be damned. He that believeth not 
what? Undoubtedly he that believeth not . 
the preaching of the Apoſtles. We cannot 
underſtand it otherwiſe. And therefore this 
Denunciation can affect none but thoſe who 
have had the Goſpel freely laid before them. 
Common ſenſe indeed will not allow us to call 
any man an unbeliever of the Goſpel or of 
any other matter, if it never came to his 
knowledge. They who hear the fact you 
relate, will give credit to your ſtory, or diſre- 
gard ; it, according to their opinion of your 
integrity. But the man would be laughed 
at who ſhould complain that he'was diſbe- 
lieved, and his evidence affronted by thoſe 
who had never heard the relation. Nothing 
but what is firſt the object of our knowledge 
can become the object of our belief. Igno- © 
rance and infidelity muſt ever be diſtinguiſh- 
ed: and till you can ſhew the poſſibility of 
believing what we are entirely ignorant t of, 
you can never ſhew the propriety of ſay ing 

that we diſbelie ve it. | 
The ignorant then cannot be involved in 
this condemnation. The ſentence can be 
1 applied 
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applied to none but the Infidels; that is, to 
men who having ſeen the evidence of the 
Goſpel, or at leaſt having had opportunities 
of ſeeing it, do ſtill, through the perverſeneſs 
of their wills, or a careleſsneſs about reli- 
gion and their eternal welfare, either reject 
the goſpel, or give themſelves no concern 
about it, or having ſeen its truth, neglect to 
practice it. And it concerns us all ſerioyſly 
to conſider, that if amongft us there be any 
| del er. they muſt be the Unbelievers 
here deſcribed, and therefore muſt be liable 
to this terrible ſentence of their merciful 
Judge. 
From this paſſage is we learn the fol- 
lowing .conclufions. That in order to our 
ſalvation it is neceſſary that we believe in our 
Saviour, and be ready to embrace all the 
truths contained in the inſpired writings : 
that this condition however extends only to 
. thoſe who have enjoyed the means of know- 
ing the Goſpel, all others, (as we learn from 
other parts of Scripture, and indeed from 
reaſon) being to be judged according to the 
uſe they have made of the lights that were 
given them: and that by believing in our 
Saviour is implied not only our bare aſſent to 
the 
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the truth of his Goſpel, but our ſincere en- 


deavours to obſerve, that is to practice, all 


things whatſoever be hath commanded us. 
Such is the true force and deſign of this 
important paſſage. And agreeable to it 
therefore muſt be the genuine ſenſe of the 
parallel paſſage in the Creed. When we aſ- 
ſent to it, can it be ſuppoſed that we are 
thereby limiting the mercies of God, or un- 
to pronounce any ſet of men ſhut 
out from them? This were indeed an im- 


pious part, far unbecoming the mild. ſpirit 


of Chriſtianity, And when we hear our 


Church declare that all her doctrines are to be 
proved and explained by ſcripture, it would 
be. manifeſt injuſtice to give a meaning to the 
creed fo different from all that our Saviour's 
words will bear. It can be no more then, 
than a general declaration againſt unbeliev- 
ers, who are ſuch, not from unavoidable, 
and therefore pardonable, ignorance, hut 
from the perverſeneſs of their wills, and * 
prevalence of a bad heart. 

But ſhall this awful ſanction be applied to 
every expreſſion in the Atbanaſſan Creed? 
Suffer it to guard the grand and undoubted 
truths of revelation; but ſhall it be extended 

co 


to every nice distinction into ; Which the does 
trine of the Trinity is here branched out? 
I muſt anſwer that I take this objection to 
ariſe from an entire miſapprehenſion of the 
Creed, and that it does not in fact extend this 
fanction to any ſuch length as is here ſuppo- 
ied, For our ſatisfaction in this point, let us 
have direct reeourſe to the Creed, and ſuffer 


it to explain itſelf; let us conſider its ftruc- 


ture, and its application of the ſanction 
which it borrows from our Lord. A 
The moment we caſt our eyes on this 
Creed, we muſt be ſtruck with an appear» - 
ance of ſomething. very fingular in its com- 
poſition. For here is an appearance of rea- 
foning and argument e here are the illative 
Particles For, ſo that, therefore. A thing 
altogether unuſual in other Creeds. They 
are content to lay down their ſeveral Articles 
in an affirmative manner, without ſupport- 
ing them by argument, or inferring their 
truth from clearer principles. Here is a fair 
ſhew at leaſt of uncommon indulgence to 
reaſon, and one would not ſuſpect that it 
ſhould find harder treatment in this Creed, 
which meets it with an aſpect of ſo much "he | 
nevolence, than in all others. This may en- 
oF courage 
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courage e draw enn — a more 
diſtin view of it. | 
Whoſoever will be ſabes before all Es ir 
is neceſſary that he bold the catholick faith. 
. Which faith except every one de keep whole and 
ee without doubt he ſhall periſh everlaſ- 


ingly. f 
This is no more 1 a -genenth declara- 


tion, that to be under the terms of Goſpel 
Salvation it is neceſſary that we hold the ca- 
tholick, or the common Faith, and that we 
keep it pure and entire. It anſwers, as we 
have already ſeen, to the words of our Savi- 
our himſelf, and therefore ſurely no Chriſtian 
can be afraid to join in it. The concluding 
ſentence amounts to the ſame with this, and 
no more. For the relative which does by no 
means refer to the particular explication of 
any part of faith going before, but to the 
ſame general faith. It is ſaid, his is tbe ca- 
tholick faith, which (catholick or common) 
faith except a man believe faithfully he cannot 
ze ſaved.” For ſo faith our Saviour. He 
that believeth not the Preaching of the Apoſ- 
tles, which is no other than what is here cal- 
led the catholick or common faith, ſhall be 
damned. Undoubtedly therefore we may re- 


Propriety be called. by that name. 


it in his own ſenſe, without any breach af 


| Charity. There can be nothing frightful in 


all this, except indeed to the obſtinate and 
finful Unbeliever, nothing but what every 


Chriſtian muſt agree in. And thus far only 


2 the force of theſe paſſages directly ex- 
tend. They are uſually called the damnato- = 
ry clauſes, which is apt to give a bad im- 
pPreſſion of them. But let us conſider well, 
that our Lord's expreflion may with equal 


8 


| little farther, but not to any formidable or 


uncharitable length. We cannot, if we 
would preſerve the ſenſe of the Creed, ſtrain 
them fo far as to apply them to every diſtinct 
ſentence in it. - For after the general declara- | 
tion with which it is introduced there follows, 
and the catholick faith is this, that we wor- 


ſhip one God in Trinity, and the Trinity in Lui 


ty. We cannot ſuppoſe the meaning to be,. 


that this doctrine of the Trinity is of itſelf 
that general and compleat faith, the belief 
of which was in the foregoing ſentence af- 
firmed to be neceſſary to ſalvation. For if it 
px _ 
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a * . Faith, how could there be after ; 
wards added, as there are, many other Arti -· 
cles of neceſſary Belief ? How could it be 
ſaid, furthermore it is neceſſary to everlaſting. 
ſalvation that he alſo believe rightly the In- 
carnation of our Lord? Its meaning there 
fore can be no other than this: The Doc- 
« trine of che Trinity is a part of the catho- 
lick faith.” Now if it be a part of the 
cCatholick faith, and all Chriſtians agree, as 
before, that the catholick faith is to be kept 
whole and in all its parts, then we muſt al- 
low that this Doctrine of the Trinity amongſt 
others, muſt alſo be believed. As it after 
wards follows in the Creed, He therefore that 
will be ſaved muſt thus think of the Trinity. 
This is no more than an inference which we 
could not help making. Here is no freſh 

affirmation, . nothing new impoſed upon our 
reaſon in this clauſe, and therefore we can- 
not be afraid to join in it. All the inter- 
vening part, from this ſentence, | For there 
is one perſon of the Father, another of the Son, 
and another of the Holy Gboſt, to the ſentence 
before-mentioned, be therefore that will be 
ſaved muſt _ thus think of the Trinity, is no 


more than a chain of reaſoning to prove that 
| | the 
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the doctrine of the Trinity ought to be ad- 


mitted as a part of the catholick faith. This 
muſt be evident to any one who conſiders it. 


Its beginning, for there is one perſon &c. con- 


fines us to underſtand it as a reaſon for the 
poſition going before : and it has the ſtyle, 


method, and ſtructure of cloſe argument 


throughout. It offers therefore no freſh, Ar- 
ticles to our belief, being a proof of one 


that had been already propoſed. We may 


then with confidence join in repeating =y 


ſince, when properly underſtood, it is plainly 
calculated to remove e, and not to 
create them. 


Let us conſider what appearance the Creed 
now puts on. Tt begins by aſſerting the ne- 
ceſſity of believing the whole catholick faith. 
Then it is affirmed that the doctrine of the 


Trinity 1s: a part of our common faith. 


This is ſupported by an argument of conſi- 
derable length. Then follows the conchu- 
fion, therefore the doctrine of the Trinity 


. ought to be believed, or be therefore that 
: will be ſaved, muſt thus think of the Trinity. 


All this will be made till plainer by a re- 
of” Analyſis and ge aethe of this part 


of 
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of the Creed, and by marking more diſtinct- i 
ly, and methodically, the ſeveral ſteps by | 
es a4 a | 95 
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 Whoſoever will be ſaved : RAY all things 
it is neceſſary that be hold the Catholick Faith. 
Which Faith except every one do keep whole 
and undefiled : without doubt * ſhall | periſh 


 everlaſtingh. 5 . 


Aud the Catholic Faith is tbis: that we 

worſhip one God in Trinity, and Trinity in Uni- 
2. % confounding the Perſons; nor di 
1 ws = the Subſtance. 
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For 

| Or But, as it is in the original. Fides autem ca- 

| thelica be off Which brings it cloſer to the Style of 
Reaſoning. . | | 
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PARAPHRASE. 


No one can have a right to ſalvation by 


« « the Goſpel without holding the catholick 


«'or the common Faith of Chriſtians pure 


and oompleat. 1 8 


This is aſſumed as an inconteftible truth | 


agreed to by all the profeſſors of Chriſtianity 
without exception.” It is therefore conſidered 
as a Maxim or firſt Principle, clear without 
proof; and is accordingly made uſe of as 
che backe al the argument. 

But ſince the whole Faith is made Oe 
its ſeveral parts, the Creed next proceeds to 


mention one of the capital parts of our faith 


which had been much diſputed. 


* x 
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* 8 dodrine mY (che Ting isa a part 
00 © of the catholick Faith“ 

Were this admitted, the ed wild 
immediately follow: therefore every -»Chriſ- 
tian ought to belieye this doctrine. But 

ſince the truth of this propoſition hath been 
conteſted, it is not here forced upon our aſ- 
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For there is one Perſon of | the. Father, ano - 
ther. of . the Son ; and another of . tbe Holy Ghoſt. 
* the Godbead of the Father, ef the Son, 

and 'of the Holy Gboft is all one . the Clan 
equal, the Majeſty coreternal. 

Such as the Father is, "ſuch i is the Sen aud 
ſuch is the Holy Ghoft.. + The Father uncreate, 
the Son _uncreate - and the Holy Ghoſt-ungreate.. 
the Father incomprehenſible, the Son incom- 
prehenſible: : and ihe. Holy Ghoſt incompre- 
henſible. The Father eternal, the Son eter- 
nal: and the. Holy Ghoſt: eternal. And yet they 
are wot three eternals, but one eternal. As alſo 
there are not three incomprehen/ibles, nor three 
uncreated: but one uncreated, and one incom- 
prebenſible. So likewiſe the Father is Almigh- 
ty, the Son Almighty; and the Holy Ghoſt 
Almighty. And yet they are not three Almigh- 
ties: hut one Almighty." So the Father is God, 
the Son is God and the Holy Gbeß is God. 
Aud yet they are not three Gods: but one God. 
So likewiſe the Father is Lord, the Son Lord: 
and the: Holy Ghoſt * W re pul not” Apa 
knack "hut one yn. - Bir 
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ſent by che ſtrength of authority alone, but 
before the coneluſion is drawn, its truth is 

eſtabliſhed by a demonſtration; the ſeveral 
gradations by which the Holy Scriptures lead 
us to the Doctrine of the Trinity are pointed 
out, and the diſtinct parts of the revelation 
are collected and laid before us, to make way 


for its reception. 
This then is the propoſition to be proved, 


that the doctrine of the Trinity is a part of 
that common Faith which all are e to 
believe. And it is thus proved. | 

For the Holy Scriptures repreſent to us 
ii three diſtin Perſons, the Father, the Son, 
* and the Holy Ghoſt, and every une of 
« theſe Perſons they repreſent to us as di- 
«<gine; aſcribing to all alike every glorious 
& attribute of Divinity. They ſhew them all 
© ro be uncreated, incomprehenſible, eter- 
„nal, and almighty: nay they expreſsly 
« affign to each the adorable rs of God 
* and Lord. 

The chriſtian revelation 5 obliging us 


e to acknowledge that to each of theſe Per- 


« ſons 


| 
1 
} 
| 


ac as be act hriſtian 


verity; o acknowledge every Perſon. by himſelf 
10 be God and Lord, ſo are we forbidden by the 


Catholic . 21g Sa * three * 5 


2 be Father i FT wade of. wone : neither a AJ 
ted nor begotten. The Son is of the Father 
alone; not made, nor created, but begotten. 
The Holy Ghoſt is of the Father and of the Son: 
neither made, nor created, nor begotten, but. 


. 


So 


-. wy * 
panabifanss. 


<A I. © 
« FOES wok all as . Gaben; 
* and at the fame. time it being cf 10 


* the principles. of txuc. neligion held by, 


I 4 ſays that there can he thres diſtioct ant 
< independent Beings hd enn he fed God 
„ and Lord, or to whom the Attributes of 
« uncreated, incomprehenſible, eternal, and 

er almighity can be ap ned: one of theſt two 

* conclufions mult 1 
„are three Perſons united in the Godhead, 


or that theſe appellations of Father, Son, 


1 are not intended to ſignify 
2 diſtinct 
«ro the ſame in di 


ent reſpects, .. > 


That this latter concluſion is not true, 


« but that they are intended to fignify Three 


« diſtinct Perſons is evident, becauſe the 
« Terms themſelves and the uſe made of 
them in Scripture, neceſſarily imply dif- 
e tint Relations of ſuch a nature as cannot 


„be taken promiſcuouſly, nor can ſubſiſt but 


between different Perſons. 
| L «< 'T he 


either that tere 


ſons, . dy ge” 


| * 
i ” 
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So ws is one Father not three Father} ; 
end don, not ibres Som, vne - Holy Ghoſt, not 
<rbree-Holy: Ghoſts. ©: 2nd in this Trinity none is 
ore or after othiv :*'mone” is greater! or teſs 
boi another” bur the-wholt three 22 are 
cb eternal rogetber men bn 
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60 The Scriptures then repreſent to us NY 
« diſtin Perſons, the Father, the Son, 6 
the Holy Ghoft, and every one of 
. Ter they repreſent ro us as x divine.” 


CY 
| 5 5 ; ; ; - 4 - 
„ C 1 45> 
n Ls £ 1 3 * 5 : 


+ 5 * 2” Po. #7 
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2 80 . is in bee 
< that the propoſition to be proved is true, or 
6 that the doctrine of * S is a ene, wo 
\« the catholick * 4 -j ; 


FEES; 


=, 


wo "I E v 
1. ? 2 „ 1 


n all which, 55 virtue of the 8 18 
ple firſt laid down, 60 That no one can have 
<« a Right to ſalvation by the Goſpel without 
15 holding the catholick Faith pure and in all 
& irs parts,” this concluſion clearly follows, 
% That che Doctrine of the Trinity muſt alſo 
wa DENVER.” 127 


4 f * a 5 
* — * 
8 i . : * 
4 * — 4 
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| . — oomaf'y it is the ſenſe 
to — the words and form of the Creed it- 
elf without any borrowed helps have led us, 
1 hope it will be ſufficiently vindicated from 
"— 1. of 'Objeitiry, 2d. Ri our, 
For firſt, chat part Which bah telly 
been thought full of myfterious'darknefs, a 
collection of ſubtle diſtinctions, a crowd of 
lative refinements, is. we ſee nq other 
| an a "hain of c e — 
| tf cohſequences | 122 7 ti 80 far is 
r therefore from. occaſioning darkneſs, that 
caſts light all around; fo far from raiſing 
ſctuples, and perplexing the underſtanding 
vo doubts, that it is plainly calculated to 
give relief and ſatisfaftion to them. 

2. This will alſo ſer it free from the impu- 
tion” of Rigour in impoſing an hard bur- 
then upon our belief without offering any 
aid 


£91. 


from realon, to help us to bear it. Fer 
that pa IR hath been thought to load 
the mind of the Believer with a multitude of 


freſh propoſitions atbicrarily enforced, is of 
itſelf an inftance of that indulgence to rea- 
Toh which no Creed but thus hath ever ſhewn. 
The only expreſs Articles. At offers to our be- 
hilf, beſides thoſe which it bath in common 
| Yak the Apoſtles Creed, are the doctrine of 
che Trinity, ** that hid is included in it, 

and is a ſtep towards it, the Divinity of gur 
N And becguſe theſe had been about 
the time of its production warmly conteſted, 
it hath far the ſatisfaction of belieyers, ſub- 
joined the evidence on which they ſtand, and 
rought into one comprebenſive view, the 
v ſtance of what may be collected from 


ve may obſerve, that a diſtinction will natu- 

al av between the eſſential parts of the 
which alone are the Objects of our 

BER and the proofs of thoſe parts. It is 
enough if we aſſent to the truth to be pro- 
ved, though we may nat entirely acquieſce 
in the means af proof. In the ſame manner 

as many have believed every propoſition in 
Euclid on demonſtrations very different from 
ene 


i 


ripzure in ſupport of cheir truth. Bur then 


— ũ 2 — — 


„ . 
thoſe by which they were firſt finds, 5 


WY as our own great 0 ” maſter of reaſoning, 


£4 3 


ous rudy; "is is ſaid'to have believed the Prin- 


cipia'of our immortal Geometrician without 


underſtining their Demonſtrations. 


| But 3. Thope it will now ſtand it need of 
no further vindication from. the cenſure / of 


1 Uochetableneli. This hath been a popular 


complaint againſt it. And indeed what ble- 
miſh could have been fixed upon to give ſo 


odious an impreſſion of it amongſt the Pro- 


feſſors of a Religion whole favourite Doc- 
trine is Charity; and amongſt a ſociety of 


thoſe Profeſſors who bear that glorious 4 
rater the higheſt? | Yet methinks this ſhould 
have made every one extremely cautious how 


they brought the accuſation. They ſhould 
have ſtopped to conſider that they were 


charging with want of Charity an Office of 


chat Church, every other part of whoſe ſer- 
vice is animated with the warmeſt Charity. 


How improbable then that ſhe ſhould pre- 
ſerve and ſet ſo high a value upon this Creed, 
* it nen, that ne ag 12 if it 


a 3 


1 * 1 +a . 5 


L 1 | 
contained that manifeſt, contradiction to every 
ther part of her ſyſtem, 1 oo pretend 
it doth? , be 

If ſo ſtrong 1 in 8 of 


this Creed, if the profeſſion it begins with, 
of maintaining our Faith in its undefiled pu- 


rity, could not ſave it. from this foul aſperſion, be 


I hope we. have ſeen enough of its real tem- 
per to be able to wipe it off. We have ſeen 
the propriety and force of its condemnatory 
clauſes. We have ſeen that they cannot be 
| remoyed. . For take them away, and then 
from a regular compoſition where principles, 
uments, and concluſions are duly arrang· 
ed, it it becomes a mutilated and unmeaning 
We have ſeen that they need not be 
removed... For they contain nothing but 
what is conſonant with the moſt diffuſive 
Charity. The threatnings of eternal puniſh- 
ment are applied only where our Saviour 
himſelf had before determined them to be 
due, to thoſe who will not believe that com- 
mon faith by which alone we hope to be ſa- 
ved. If it has proved the belief of the Tri- 
nity to be a part of that faith, and then ſug- 
ſs the conſequence that therefore we ought 
to believe it, this is no more than what the 
cooleſt reaſon muſt Pronounce __ and what 

| En the 


che is — Ne nd other 8 
is in the Goſpel. She ſmiles not there ü. 
etiminately on all. Fler Faveftirs art in ot 
| Plincts ertended to if Believers, "ant Wrhheld 
from wilful Unbege vers. 
It may not be atniſs ere we onc lutte briefly 
15 receliect hat las been attemptect iir t 
teurſe ef *rhis Apolsgy, and to review the 
erde in which it hav Proceed. 
Wie firſt enquired 'what was that flat y 
wy eſlentiab part df our Faith with Which 
Chriſtianity corimiencts, and dr rn 
ir cannot even haves Being: and we! und 
the Buffs of our Faith to be laid” on that 
Rock which ſhall never be moved, the Cbn- 
| fefflon of oor Lorck to be the Son of God 
end the Saviour of r 
It appeared however that this was do more 
than the foundation, on which 3 mple 
Karate unn fob” to be raifed. If we be- 
ie _—_—_—_— 
ot beheve him in certain points, and to a 
certaif d fees” but abſolutely and withoot 
reſerve. - more then we diſcover of his 
word the more we mall believe ; our Fairh 


1 . ] 
ran know no limits but the utmoſt Bounds 
of Revelation. 

Thus far is pretty clear with regard to the 
faith of private perſons. But in religious ſo- 
cieties mens capacities, opportunities, and 
degrees of knowledge are extremely various. 
The difficulty then was to adjuſt a ſtandard 
for public uſe, and to define the limits of 
that Right which the Church has of eſtabliſh- 
ing public Forms of Faith. This was at- 
tempted: and it ſeemed, that this Right was 
bounded in every particular Church by the 
public means of knowledge which its mem- 
bers enjoyed. 

It was neceſſary to clear up this point in 
8 to avoid the inconveniences of two dif- 
ferent opinions. For ſome obſerving the firſt 
converts admitted to baptiſm on the general 
confeſſion of their faith in our Saviour, 
thought that this muſt be at all times a com- 
pleat qualification, not conſidering how at- 
tentive the Author of Revelation hath ever 
been to the various conditions and exigencies 
of different ages; how well adapted this ſim- 
ple form was to the firſt introduction of 
Chriſtianity, and how naturally it led to 
higher degrees of faith as Chriſtianity became 


better known. 
8 M Others 


1 
© Others ſenſible that this erſt dete of of 
our Religion, far from concentring within 
itſelf the faith of believers, lays them under 
the ſtrongeſt obligation to learn, as they 
have opportunity, and believe every truth of 
revelation, and every fact in ſacred hiſtory, 
have been ſor eſtabliſhing every ſacred fact 
and every revealed truth as of neceſſary belief 
to all. Thus whilſt our faith is by one party 
unreaſonably contracted, it is by another ex- 
tended beyond all bounds. Some would ne- 
ver ſuffer it to overflow its firſt fountain- head, 
whilft others leave it to diffuſe itſelf at large 
without keeping any certain channel. Both 
| overlook the effential difference of times, and 
on one hand the ſimpleſt form of faith, on 
the other its moſt enlarged plan, is made the 
common ſtandard for all. Whereas by an 
attention to the encreaſe of knowledge, the 
characters of different ages are no longer con- 
founded, the Hfiinion is tnaivteined be- 
tween that wherein Chriſtianity is fully eſta- 
bliſhed, and that when the heavenly ſtranger 
firſt made its appearance on earth; igno- 
rance is no longer put upon a level with 
knowledge, but faith ſpreads with the Goſ- 
pel, and is ever the brighteſt where the world 
1 84 ORG. = a 

f | Theſe 


C39: 14: 

_ Theſe principles were to be applied to the 
A Creed. And the truth of the ge- 
neral doctrine of the Trinity being firſt aſſu- 
med, (as never called in queſtion by thoſe 
whoſe ſatisfaction was principally aimed at,) 
it was ſhewn, that the members of our 
Church have before them every motive that 
can prompt to an enquiry after this doctrine, 
and every help that can lead to the knowledge 
of its truth: the paſſages which were ſuppo- 
ſed to involve the doctrine in obſcurity, and 
refine it into diſtinctions never to be compre- 
hended, were found big with arguments to 
inform the underſtanding; and thoſe which 
had paſſed for the dictates of furious and in- 
temperate zeal, were found to be no more 
than a reference to that ſanction which our 
Saviour himſelf hath placed to guard the 
chriſtian faith. Thus is the mind of the be- 
liever eaſed of that burthen which was ſup- - 
poſed to be laid upon it; Truth remains un- 
obſcured, and Charity unwounded. 

The whole terminates here, and is directed 
to this one point; Whoever believes the 
tc doctrine of the Trinity as revealed in the 
« Scriptures, may ſafely aſſent to the Athana- 
« fan Creed.” It belongs to others to judge 
- | M 2 whether 


„ 

whether this propoſition. hath here been pro- 
perly ſupported. Where it is admitted, then 
it is hoped that the uſe of this Creed will oc- 
caſion no longer uneaſineſs. Harder is the 
taſk indeed to reconcile thoſe to the uſe of 
it, whoſe difficulties are complicated with 
doubts about the doctrine itſelf. The taſk 
is harder, but it hath been long ſince at- 
_ tempted by much abler hands. Let me on- 
ly recommend it to ſuch impartially to conſi- 
der the many paſſages of Scripture which 
relate to this doctrine; and not only to con- 
ſider them one by one, but to lay them all 
together, and to look upon them as ſo many 
kindred parts of a Revelation all dictated by 
the ſame Spirit. This is the way to under- 
ſtand them, and the only way to form a true 
judgment of their force. For though any 
one of them ſingly might ſeem too weak to 
be made the foundation of our faith, yet 
when they appear in one body ſuſtaining each 
other, their united voice may amount to a 
clear revelation : juſt as the union of ſeveral 
fainter ſounds makes one full and harmoni- 
ous ſound. | 

Let us, in concluſion, call to mind the 


ſtrong obligations that lie upon us to * 
e 


; 6 1 
the catholick faith whole and undefiled. He | 
who having all the means of information 
that providence hath put into our hands, 
born amidft the light of Chriſtianity, having 
the Holy Scriptures freely laid open to us, 
and every opportunity, every help to aſliſt us 
in underſtanding them; He that with all 
theſe advantages ſhall neglect to learn our 
common faith, or having known it ſhall, to 
ſuit it to his own vain imagination or his own 
bad diſpoſition, hold it impure or imperfe&t, — 
without doubt he can have no claim to the 
benefits of it, without doubt He ſhall periſh | 
everlaſtingly. It is not ArnAxAs ius, it is 
not the Cyuurcn, it is our merciful Saviour 
_ himſelf that hath denounced, and will not fail 
to inflict, this puniſhment. 
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